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SUB J : SITREP- VIETNAMESE REFUGEES IN HONG KONG 
REF: HONG KONG 4950 

1. LATEST COUNT ON VIETNAMESE REFUGEES CURRENTLY IN HHG 
CUSTODY IS 3,861. THIS FIGURES INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING: 
REVISED TOTAL ON ARRIVALS VIA CLARA MAERSK IS 

3,743; 58 FROM SWISS AIR: 9 FROM AIR AMERICA 
FLIGHT; AND 51 ARRIVING ON TWO FISHING BOATS MAY 6. 
ADDITONALLY, SIX AIR AMERICA EMPLOYEES AND 18 AIR VIETNAM 
EMPLOYEES ARE NOW BEING PROCESSED BOLAGS FOR SECTION 
203(A)(7) RELIEF. ACCORDING TO THOSE WHO ENTERED ILLEGALLY 
ON FISHING BOATS, ABOUT 20 OTHERS HAVE DISAPPEARED INTO 
HONG KONG URGAN AREAS. 
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2. HKG IS STILL SCREENING THE CARA MAERSK GROUP AND 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


CONTEMPLATES SEEKING ASSISTANCE FROM ICEM LATER ON. 

CANADIAN IMMIGRATION OFFICERS ARE ALSO INTERVIEWING 
SOME OF THIS GROUP TODAY AND HAVE INDICATED THEY WILL 
ACCEPT AT LEAST 200. 

3. AIR AMERICA AND SWISS AIR GROUP OF 67 BEING HELD 
SEPARATELY AND ABSOLUTELY NOTHING HAS BEEN DONE CONCERNING 
THEM. HKG IS ASSUMING THAT USG, WHICH HAS REQUESTED 
EXTENSIONS OF THEIR STAY IN HONG KONG. IS ACTIVELY 
CONSIDERING THEIR REQUESTS TO ENTER THE US. ICEM 

GENEVA ALSO APPARENTLY BELIEVES SUCH AUTHORIZATION IS IN 
THE WORKS (GENEVA 3266). WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEFINITE 
WORD ON THE STATUS OF SUCH CONSIDERATIONS AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

4. FISHING BOAT ARRIVALS (51 PERSONS) ARE BEING HELD 
SEPARATELY FOR QUESTIONING , PRIMARILY CONCERNING THE 
ADDITIONAL 20 OR SO WHO HAVE DISAPPEARED. HKG IMMIGRATION 
OFFICIAL INDICATED THEY WOULD PROBABLY JOIN THE CLARA 
MAERSK GROUP AT ONE OF THE DETENTION AREAS. 

5. WE CONTINUE TO HAVE TRICKLE OF BOTH CAMBODIAN AND 
VIETNAMESE, WHO HAVE BEEN IN HONG KONG FOR SOME TIME, 
APPROACH US FOR ENTRY TO US. WE HAVE BEEN SUGGESTING 
TO ALL OF THESE THAT THEY APPLY UNDER SECTION 203 (A) (7) 

INA. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF INS "LOW PROFILE" POSITION 

(INS CABLE 0594 OF MAY 6, 1975), CONGEN WILL REFER 
ONLY FOR VOLAG ASSISTANCE. 

6. SITUATION IN HONG KONG SHOWS EVERY SIGN OF BECOMING 
A MAJOR PRESS PROBLEM, ESPECIALLY SINCE RELEASE OF 
STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S MAY 6 STATEMENT. PUBLIC 
INTEREST IS HIGH AND ADVERSE COMMENT ON USG STANCE 
CONCERNING REFUGEES IN HONG KONG IS GROWING. WE BELIEVE 
SOME USG INITIATIVE , MOST READILY AVAIALBE IN ACCEPTANCE 
OF 67 PERSONS FROM AIR AMERICA AND SWISS AIR FLIGHTS INTO 
US, WOULD BE OF CONSIDERABLE ASSISTANCE TO US BOTH IN 
OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS AND IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH HG 
AUTHORITIES WHO ARE ATTEMPTING TO COPE WITH PROBLEM AS 
BEST POSSIBLE. 
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